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CONTRACTS  DISREGARDED.

!miuuitiun off Whimsical Tax
¢  Charges Amounts to Prop-
\ erty Contiseation.

To Mo

s Pel

BY ETEPHEN BONSAL
LTt Ix a curlons anomnly of the YVenezuelan
embiroglio that while our Interestz in that
gimont adjacent South Amerfean country
..-";uul it = to be hoped will remain prin-
illy commerelnl, the American business
ah with interosts and experiences on the
d Epanlsh Maln has hiardly been consalie]
& hove 1 seen anywhere an authordiative
v#entation of his views on the guestions
volved, 1 =ny thnt our Intereste are prin-
pally commercia!l advizsedly, and it eannnt
» aienigd that Congress has shown during
last tem years a keen appreciation of
3t our commerce wilth the north .const
South Americn may and should became.
ith thig end In view more than $100,000 |
wroprinted svery wear to subsidize the
e I} steamers which ecall at Vepezuelan
rts.  What has become of the trade that
iould paturally come fo us under the un-
unlly fostering cure ‘of Congress will ap-
e from the following verbatim state-
fnts of American merchants made to me
hile In Venezueln this winter. It is usual
ere our trade dees not come up to -our
peciation to blame our consular agents,
fien with justiee. Our consular body in
ofiexioeln at prescat, however, is above all
a1 & Any Power dolng business with Vi
#a would Hke to secure the'r pervices

¢ al present recelving, so in this instance
Mo ol complulnt cannot be made In justice
Jud a® a matter of fact it is not hesrd,
THEAY MOREIGN CLAIME ARE JUJST.
“ihe American bus.nss
af course, iz not there for his health, but
P buriniss; but on th.s nceount, as our
RREe 10 that country are purely commerciil
Mix views should be uil the more worthy of
cansideration, and they should carry ail the
Wore welght because they are held with
nlFoiule anentmity. While they criticise
ervercly some of the Incldents of the unted
artion of the allieg they hope that the Gov-
sfument in Washington will assist rather
-!hg hinder the foreign Governments in =e-
e payment for thelr just debts, 1f this
IR not secured. they malntain, Venezuola
: be d to the.o ree of America,

ax well a8 to the rest of the worid, oy

Jiold that the foreign claims os pres;':l;t:cé.

are almost without exception just,

F+Al Americans in Venezuela are at logzer-
dg with the Monroe trine, whether

dt e of the verisbrute or the [nvertebrate
Mariety. If It were nbt for this, they sy,
: United States would unite with all de-

weeny and self-respecting Powers In the sup-
N on of the conditions in Venezuela.
which are a disgrace to civilization. They
) . How can we permit anarchy and law-
und rapine to exist year In and
mLth :rllh!n (outr days’ sall of our
‘hen we Sent an army on a sl
Pkr oarney to Chinu—half wa rmmﬁ
dw world—to put an end to somewhat sim-
¥ conditione? They are unanimous in
Cwiipport of President Roosevelt’s unnounced

onr

' determination not to play the d

#ﬂw policy any jonger

i
in m‘ﬂm

pay ithem three times the salaries; thov.

man in Venezuea, |

MERICANS IN VENEZUELA  * [@riessssm s
VICTIMS OF BLACKM

— e

tan cateh even hardened business men with
buttered pavenipe at times.  The terms of
vur concesslon were that we were to pay no
fmport dutles and to be relieved of ta fon
of every kind for the term of twenty vears,
tine artigle of this agreement they iu-pl T

ALL.|

uE e e | Helously. They let the plant fn free, and

N ! * 0 -a | then the Dledding process Legan., In two

L = | weeks we understood very clearly the situ-

L 2 &  atlon, We were not to maks money out of

i them; thes re golng 10 make money out

Py of s, @ - have done It.  Thoy let the

s f because by so dolng they in-

3 ereased the basls for blackmadl of the ban-

d.!t government by half o milllon doliars.

. For five years we haven't had the faintest

uotion or the sligl L hope of making

y i Hone: Dur only « rn haz heen how g

. from  destruction, Taxes

b » 1 iped on in due legal shape, ps

Wedl as by tte blackmalling operntions.

4 The priva ‘kmall was pald to the per-

sonal friends of the partioniar bandit In

4 - power, who would come around nnd saw:

‘Our distinguished Presfdent §s embarrassed

4 s | for want of fund=. 1'nless you pay five

thovaand fnto his war chest I'm afraid

b | =omething will happen to your 1l that

Wil cost you more,” and when we didn't

F | Pay somiething alwaye did happe It wan

cheaper o chip In to the war ¢ To the

b regularly  authoris tax ol we

Ahvwed cur concession, but he would an-

F swer something Hke this: Our promised

fresdom from tuxes for a perlod of twenty

& p | vears was simply a plpe dream reduced to

paper. He did not care to guestion the sin-

4 $ | cerity of the Prezident under whose regims

the concession was granted, though; ns he

p | admitied, rybody knew what sort of u

mun he s, and how three months Inter

b | De had been’ run out of the coustry by n

popular uprising =o forcibly exprossed and

$ 1 80 menacing that he was only able to toge

away with him the Pallr_\' sinm of $10, 000, 00

® | Of course, we appealed to the Legntion, and

Py ° @ | the Jinister's anc~—-~ was=: "How could you

be =0 foolish as 1o try to do business fn

MINISTER BOWEN. Venezueln”  We shawed him a dozen con-

sulnr reports published under the auspices

fea, but tb helr sifeguard the Interests of | 6f the State Dopartment, setting forth in

all the world In South Amerlen, in.so far | SIOWing terms the vast opportunities awalt-

as they are not detrimental to our own. |Inz Amerlenn capital and American enter-

They are equally unanimous In hoping that | Prise in Venezueli, and he sald: ‘That is
the appearance of the United Btates Minie- | 1L GUIE° and he wits dead right.
ter to Veneguela in Washington as the ren- “AlLL: BUNCOMBE."™
resentative of Castro wili not be sane- “We then noint =

tloned by tha Goverament, and that, if it then pointed out to him that in com-

should he Mr. Bowen will be nnsuccesaful [ing to Venezuela we were following the aug-

In securing for Castro better tormg than | gestion of Uncle Sam himself, who pays the

he deserves. which scems 10 have beon the | Red D line a subsidy of $2.00 for every ship

object of his mission. This Is all the more | it sende to Venezuelan ports. He =ald this

wia all buncombe, and again I think he wa
dead right, though three months later n;::
of the officinl reports was published by the
State Department. Bolled down, It said:
If yon want to be a milllonaire in about
five minutes come to Venrczuela® 1 am not
golng to say anyth!ng about what the revo-
Jutionigts did to us, becanse 1t makes me
angry, and you haven't the time: but re-
member, revolutions In Venesuela are not
every two or three veare: they are nat
rlodle, but chronlc.” The revolutionists
ave to live, too, and you've gnt to pay
them Just a= much as you Wiy the other
hnnﬂ{tn who are masquerading around as
the Government of the dry. Sometimes [
reaatl;‘ think -that the Gavernment bandits
and the revolutlonary brigands compare

significant beeause Mr, Bowen Is personnily
very popular and highly respected. not only
by the Ameriean colony In Venezuela, but
by all whlle men resident in the country.
BOWEN IS8 LIKED. I

During the ~ trving  days Iast Decemher,
when #very white man’s«life was in danger
and many were imprisoned, he showed hime-
#elf 1o be a man of quick determination, He
saved the situation and many lives, The
inginuations which are being made as to ths
mative of his misston In Washingtoh ema-
nate from Castro and his vellow crew, not
from the Americans In Venezuria, who re-
gard Mr. Bowen's actlvity as an error of
Judzment, which should have been ebrrect-
ol In Washington., They deplore the equlv-

| gea! position fn which he his boen placad, | DOLeS ARd work the graft in common. Cer-
! bt 1!1;\'-- not abuted o ot of [b{!lrrnunrl- ::Lnn “h_::" Eru-;'f:.“ ";3' M “":‘”l‘(‘\"’l‘ £00 more
| dence in his personel fotegrity. Many n- | ihee has h:wnecii-:-:[.rrﬁ:u?::forl ﬂa{ l{w_al'nng
 idents Of thelr treatment related o Me | around in twenty-four hours and vou'l hase
. Amerlcan business men In Venezuela | 1, couare him. Of course. we ey e
must remain untold, simply because a re- things and msh 4 L all these
citnl of the facts would imperil thelr lives. honorable and :"vfl“’urf-—t_h.lm that were dis-
While it Is trenching on dangerous ground plant. That ha 'b?-: “8"11'%1 to save our
I find 1 cannot refraln frem relating the | vogre and 1 m" l'-l? our bhusiness for five
| experienices of  an  Amerdcan corporation | hande fuil n tell you It has kept our
i {and I do not refer to the asphalt com- :
pany, whote concession is being contested SUBJECT TO STAMP TAX
| in the courts) that in the shape of plant >

“Now I am going to tell you a Hrtt! ol
dent. The amount of money mni»rﬁgg‘ Lllu
smhall, but it Is the most graphic ‘llustra-
tion of how American and mﬂer investors
are oppressed by the bandittl of the many
that have come under my per=onal ohserva-
tlon. In our charter, or concession, it wns
epecifically stated that we were to he ex-
empt from the stamp tax. The stamps are

upon bills and recelpts, an are
necessary to legalize all documents. Not in
genmeral termis, but with the greatest pre-
clslon, It was set forth that our papers need
not ba sl_ungod. nevertheless not a month
hits passed during the last five vears but
that the stamp Inspector has turned up and
poked his nose In our business. Whenever
we were foolish enough to refuse him money,
on the ver, next oay our animals wore
stolen or our fuel was confiscated. Wall,
we found it cheaper to square him. Here
lin our:books rn\n will see the entry overy
month. Now 1 colne to the incident I wunt

nml busines= outlay has put something over
half o million dollars in Venezvela. “Sunk"™
the word the general manager us:g
when speaking of thls investment in con-
versation which Is not for publloation, *Tt
wans the most promising of fields" says the
manager, “as pointed out to us first by the
Venezuelan Minister in Washington. He rs-
timated our profits at 156 per cent per ap-
num. We thought 20 per eent would
about the figure, and #o it would have besn
if evervbody in the country from the Pres-
fdent down or up hadn’t lled to us, We
tork our time, and you should have seen
how our Board of Directore was cajoled
and soft soaped until we were bunk and-
our plant was in the hands of the banilite.
CASE OF “BUTTERED PARSNIPS.™
“One day there were letters from the Min-
Istor of Commerce, another day leiters from
the Minister of Forelgn Affairs, and finally
ihore came by express busts of Bolivar for

\ = B :

overy American to
before he puts M peany Into this country.
that js. until the Government of the United
Btateg changes its policy and protects Amer-
ican business men Instead of protecting tho
blackguards who qppr them. About a
Year ago Costro's o here took four
(of my mules without leaving as
us a premlse to pay, . little a= that i=
worth. I was red I:(M’bcm o 1 had met

every demand and pald every one of their |

exactiong, miide w bl row and In Ca-
racas even Castro himself admitted to me,
face to face, that T had been disgracefully
treated, but that I could eount on him. In
a few days. he sald, the chief inspector of
stumps would wilt on me and straighten
things cut. BSure enough. In two or thres
daye the stamp man appeared. [ almost had
n At when he told me he had been ordered
by the President himself to pay me the
value of the mules In gtamps. Of course. I
would have preferred money, still T could
#ell the stamps Htde by Pitle, and 8o we
would be relmbursed. Then the stamp man
began ta hem and haw, and at las=t it ca :
out that the condition of the Governme
treasury was so unfortunate. he sakd,
thig net of pestitution, one of simple justice
he called I, had to be coupled with & re-
ue=t,

KNEW OF THE GOLILL
T must Know, he zaid,~bew hard up the
President was, and he knew that T
plenty of gold in my safe. I don't mind
ielling you right here that stutement made
my flesh crawl. It was true. I bad a good
miany  thousand dollurs in gald In my safe.
The plant belng Idle, as usual, 1 had no use
for It, but 1 couldn't get It out of the coun-
try. The stamp man went on 1o sy 1 had
better put my gold in stamps. The eondi-
tlon of the couniry was such that my place
| might be broken into and robhed ony night.
| It was a favor thut would be greatly ap-
preciated by Castro, and 1t would be & good
thing for me, directly snd indirectly 1
would find things amoother and I would
sleep better at night. Well, T let him have
200 In good Amerlenn hard-carned gold
for his stamps. The followlng week, asg |
read the oMelal gazette In which Castro
! elothen his acts of brigundage in high-flown,
flowery language, I came neross a notice ‘to
the eifect that a certailn issues of stamps
had heen canceled and would not be ac-
cepted by the Government. In explanution
it wa=s stated that a stamp office somewherse
wiy off In the Amdes Provinees hnd been
enterpd by rohbers and several thousand
“tamps  =lolen. To prevent the robbers
from profiting by thelr exploit. Castro de-
clared ull thiz lssue €anceled. Of course, 1
kuew it right awny; still, 1 opened my safe.
and there 1t was ‘EI.',' stamps were of the
canceled lssue. 1 plaeed the matter hefors
the legation, and mathing has been done,
becauze, ax we understand it. the United
States Minister to -Venezuela is now tha
ugent of Presldent Castro, and, with the
permission of the Secretury of State, s
trying to save Castro and his gang from
thelr just deserts"*
THE STORY OF THE BTEERS.

The rise and fall of the cattle trade be-
tween Veneruela and Cuba, which began In
1599, und has now entirely ceased, la the
best illustration I know of the business
methods of Venesuela. As the trade has
entirely ceased, for reasons.that will appear
this (lustration has the advantage of not
trenchin, upon any vyested Interests or
placing !;n fecpardy, any one. The trade
sprang up nt the end of the Spanish War
becnuse Wevler's 20000 sgldiers amd the
Cuban Insurgents had eatem up all the
cattle on the “lsland. The great grazing
fields of Bunta Clats and. Puerto Principe
had to bLe repopulnted and:the American
regiments and other beef éaters had to be
fed, Fortunately, In Venesuela, lesy than
three dave' sall to the south, millions of
cattle of the best deseriptlon were to be
had very cheap. .\':uurnlfx. Americans ind
Cubans projected themselves Into thix busi-
ness eagerly. Venezueluns less eagerly. The
cattle resources of Veneguela are anlimitsd,
and it s estimnted that on the llanoa there
are epouzh cattle practically wild to pry
four times over the national debt of the
couniry. These resources  howewver, were
not tapped by the Cubun trade, Tlhere were
encugh cattie 1o be had wround the wart
towns for $15 to '$18 uplece, and at these
prices the business promised litrge profits
Puerto Cabelle and La Guayra were thy
ports sclected, and  ssveral “hiplonds of
magnificent steers had been lunded o Hu-
vang and Sonthago Leford Caustro and his
crowd nwakencd to fhe possibilizies Ikl‘-:
trade promized to Bedonre, and '.l':ulr,lnl!-tmli.l
v i ave hecome. o permansnt and mos
mouid : . This, how-

valuable asset of the country.
ever, did n appeal to“the robber- Presi-
dent. He only =saw In it lmitless posathill-

ties of biackmall, A dUrove of o r.hr:uuan-l
steers were about to enter Puerto Cabello
to bz snipped. when the autharitles refused
arldmittanee. Two

Jdollars a head would
have to be paid, thel rafd. for Eyery stedr,
to repay the munielplitg for damage Jdone
the streets in passing through, The tax was
pald, and, as arders ad come for & hundrsl
thousand more steers, the cattlemen made
an arrungement with the English Hallway
Company, whose Iime runs intp the port.
They built a switch line over which the cat-
tle were carried directly down to the docks
without trending the, strects of lthe town.
Ax they could not dumage the sirects. tha
cattlemen naturnllss 3thought the damnge
tnx would not be collected, They were mis-
taken, Castro's prefect, the hend of the
local government, still exacted the tax. His
view, which obtained approval In Caracas
when referred there, was that If the cattle
diin't walk the strests, they ought to, l‘i‘ﬂ'l
in any case they would have (0 pay 2 a
hend. .

BLACKMAIL ON EVERY HAND,

The provinclal govermments Immediately
caught on, and they, tpo, began to squecze
the cattle tride. In 4 few weeks e ex-
porter had to pay 32 o head to the govern-
ment of the Province where the steer wus
rals=d or purchased. and he had to pay &
to the government of gach Provinpe mruu%n
which he would pass on his ‘way to the
port, and It was quite Immaterial, as far as
the tax was concerned, whether he made
the fourney in a raiiffay train or on hoof.
Quite often us much as §10 had been pald on
& single steer befora he reached the port.
and then, of course, e, and, (o fact, the
whole drove, might be stolen, not by recog-
nized bandits, but by gevernment officlals.
A cluim which an Americap Is now pushing
or rather holding, for, in view of the in-
ertin met with by him in the American Le-
ghtlon, as well a= in the Venezuelan Gov-
ernment vireles, he sodh tired of pushin
jt—well ilustrates this phase.  The herd
which he proposed to export to Cubn was
confiscated by one of Castro’s Generals just
before It reached the port after the transit
and other dues had been pabl and hix prob-
able profita were M sight. The herd was
not confiscated by the Genorul for the pur-
pos¢ of feeding his goldlers.  EHe simply
wanted to take o hand in the cattle trade
on bis own account, .and., afier tho initial
robbory wis accomplished, It must be sakl
for this General that he acted in the most
thoughtful way, disturbing the trade as lit-
e ossible. [U was A simple transfer-
ence of the value of the herd from the
pocket of the rightful owner to his own.

The day after the herd was stolen he
drove them Into Puerto Cubello, where the
Cuban who had ordered them from the
American was awaiting thalr dellvery with
a cattle ship with steam up and everything
ready to transport the cattle immaediately
to Santtago. The General put himself in
communicatlion with this trader and in a
few hours the eattle wera sold, put on baard
and shipped. The General scrupulously car-
ried out every detail of the American trad-
er's contract, nll]ﬁ he made more money
out of it, because he for once put Venezue-
lan soldiers to usefill work and utilized his
men in feeding, hekding and putting the
ecattle on board the ships The whole thing
was done by officers and men wearing Cas-
tro's uniform and veliow ribbons. The clalm
of the American ownar has. T believe, never
reached Washington, Under the existing
eclreumstunces it probably never will

DEMUR AT INTEREST RATE.

The incidents of the rohber]y. as stated
above, ar= fully known at the legatlon, and
their eorreclness is not denled. The claim
of the American Is for the market value of
the steers the day they. were stolen, plus
the profit he would have made out of their
gl as per the contract he had with the
Cuban (which Cantro’s General carried out
on his own hook), plus 12 per cent interest
on the whole sum to the day—the day thot
will never come—when the clnim s liqui-
dated. I understand that the legation de-
mure at the rate of interest charged, and [
Lelieve this Is Its expuse for not referring
the claim to Washington. To us 12 per cent
seems large, but In Venesuela It is the legal
ricta of interest Lthat is pald by the Bank of
Venezuela. The American in question, when

im herd was stolen, was left without a
eent, and he might well have starved had
not a Veneguelan friend advanced him a
small sum of money to begin businezs again
—not the cattle business—on a amall scale.
Tho rate at which this loan was muade was
15 per cent, not at all an unusual rate for
an accommodation such as this. The loan
was legalized before an Amerjean Consul
and the papers are on file In his office.
There i not the slightest doubt, conse-
rLuenlb'. that the claimant, in demanding
12 per cent interest on his clalm, is asking
less than that to which he Is clearly enti-
tled. But to return to the cattie trade.

' RATES ARE RAIBED.

Despite all these exactions and handicaps
and taxes of various kinds which I have not
the space to enumerate, the Initlal cost of
the steers was so small and they were such

flna animals hhat there was still profit In
e trade untll the Custom-house peopla
took a hand In the game. No one whn

R e R R o
zuerla w 'or a single moment that
an{r of the cattle ships had left for Cuba
without Erla; blackmail to the Custom-
house officlals. This exaction at first
amounted to anli' 1 per cent of the valus of
the steers, and the trade could stand that.
Three manths after the trade sbrang up,
however, orders came directly from Cara-
cas, and from Castro himsell, to lovy ¥ a
head on each steer. There was no law or
export tax to justify !“I:.l{..u and the Interest-

parties protested. en the matler was
muht to his nmlg:mﬂm =ald itrm

TAREOUS an soveral ol
minor officlals siving them lu-

- )
rend nnd ponder aver |

much |

that
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of the wholesale price.
a dozen at 25¢c on the dollar.

LADIES’ UNIO

JUST PURCHASED FROM THE

RIGE-STIX DRY GOGDS GO,

We wiii place them on sale

LOT 1—Abont 200 doxen Ladies’ fine white aeul
eeru Unlon Suits, high neck and long slopyos,
#ilk finished; regniar price S0c—Sale Price. ... .

+o‘¢ -+ -

N SUITS

Eleventh and Washington Ave., city, their entire sur-

plus stock of Ladies’ Spring~-weight Union Suits, about
§ 1,000 docen, all grades and styles, at (one.quarter) %4
Monday. Here is a chance for merchants to buy one or

LOT S—Abaut 90 dozen very ‘Ine «lik-finl: hed
jite—hizh neck. long or short slesves and
white, 'ow neck apd laee octtoms—aill sizes—
worth 31.Z—8ale Price (1 for $L00)....... ST e et

LOT 2—Avout 503 dozen Ladles' fine Egyptian LOT 4—About 100 dozen very fine Englsh Lisle
Cotton ana Lisle Thread Salts bich or Jow Thremdl Suits (pope betfery, in white, ecrg orF
neck, long, short or sleeveleas, in white or eeri— black, all sivies and sizes in lot—worth up to
all siEes—regulnr price SLO-SHle Prov . .eeeeeonen $1.80—Sale  Price = = = A

At 9 a. m. for One-Halfi Howur.

on sale prompily at 9 o'vlock

)M

2.00 Wash Wringers.

At 9:30 a. m. for One~Half Hour.

Malleable iron frames,
rollers, vulcanized on shaft—
sale price. ...

80c Bieached Sheets

2060 81 x 90 Bleached Hemmed Made 2,000 yards Extra Heavy China Matting
Sheetd, extra beavy linen finish, round jointless, zood patterns, reversible—
thread, worth S0e—Momday morning., werth 30e—for one half hour Monday,

white ruhber

$1.65 Yard Wide Black Taffeta Silk

At 10 a. m. for One-Half Hour.
One-yard wide black Taficin, combining beanty of finish and perfect dyve with a wearing fabric
unequaled, goarantecd by manofacturer’s warranty woven in every vard; extreme width: value
nope better at 8165 per yawrd—special, yard

$1.00 and $1.25 Dress Fabrics.

At 9:30 a.
Mondax at 00 a, m. we will offer 100 Dresa Lengths All-Wool Dress Fabries, congisting of Whip-
cords, Prunellas, Vigorenux. Faney Checks, Silk and Wool Cords, 54-inch Homespun Suitings and
Golf' Cloths—worth up 1o §1.25 a yard—Monday, for one-half DOUR 1. cove v esaecsaneesnrsasnsnsn

20c Woven Madras.

At 83:30 a. m. for One~-Half Hour.

Monday we will plare on sale 50 pleces of
fine auality M-inch wide Shirting and c

Shirt-Waist Madrus. These goods have
76c Men’s Madras Shirts.

been thoroughly scoured with soap and
At 9 a. m. for One-Half Hour. 29

3%

F R T e

witar before leaving the mills: warranted
fust colors and warth ¥c a yvard—special
on =ale at 830 f M. cciiiiieersreianinaans
-

30c Matting.

Men's Genuine Madras (Cloth Shirts, new
small siripes. perfect fitting, 1 palr sxtra
ctiffs, size 14 to 17, made by Congress Man-
ufacturing Company (none better); regular

At 10 a. m. for One-Half Hour.
price Tic. for onshalf hour...... s

i

Mznufacturer's Guarantee Stamped on Every Yamd.

s ris massmeEstSectasrasssanse

m. for One-Half Hour.

crative positfons el=ewhere 2 week lator.

A decres wav {ssved, stutng what was o
fact—that there was no oxport tax on cattle
and that none should be exactod: however,
the customs officlals wers orderod to take 2
carelul Jde fptlon in writingg of every steer
exported aml send it 1o the Ministry of
Commerce ji Curacns, In a few dave the oh-
jict of thls decree bhecime apiarent. Instead
of the former sacret exaciions the trade and
the traders were blackmalled to death by
dus process of lJaw. The henl arrived and
the chortered ship was alongside the whart
ready (o recelve them, when the Custom-
house Inspectors pppearsd on the =cehe
They were armed with printed blanks, upon
which there ware places for twenty-six en-
tries. iBach one of these blanks relaied only
to a single steer. “What was the color of
the animal and how much Qld It welgn!
Thers wim g bluck paich on lte hind quar-
ters, One of ita horns was broken. How had
that happened? In a fight, or through the
carelessness of the transportation
sinles? Now, was the steer red or was it
zlun colored? DM It have a switch tall? if
not, whut le o switch 12il7" Often there was
a difference of opinion upon all these ques-
tione, and the Custum-Thouse people in the
most courtous way posalbie eallrd upon the
traders to help them in the performancve of
thelr new duties

MERELY A SUGGESTION.

1t took an hour and n half.to pass the firse
steer, and then the chief inspector sald o
the exporter: “Don’t you think fv would be
batter Lo go back to our old system of ¥ a
head?' This exporter was u Stubborn mun
end sald no. YMind yvou, it was only a stiE-
gestlon” sald the inspector  suavely, 1
think it would expedite matters' It cer-
tainly would have It veguired elghr aays o
o1 the first steamer that
came. i co Iave been dons iIn 1
hours. The demurruge on the delayved ¢
cost the exporter SLatd [ have no uet
ar 10 the cost of subsisting his herd In
town during the days of delay, but as be
had to pay for his water, for his shelter and
hi= pastures and for the herders, it muat
Eave been heavy. When the next ship cams
nlong the exporter was only top anzinug to
submit 1o {ha oll system of bhlachkmall at
$# a head. However. the trade coull nut
stand this last exaction, and It was seon
found that, while steers cost quite a third
more in Mex!co and In Yueatun than they
do In Vensguela, still, owing to freedom
from taxes and blackmall, they could be
landid more cheaply in Cuba, snd so the
cattle trade with Vesezueln died ps sud-
denly as It hod avieinated.  *

. A STHANGE SITUATION.

1 was present only a few duys ago at an
{mprompiu meeting of cattle owners to dis-
ouss the situatfon, which s in o word, that
there (s no Imslblp outlet or market for ane
of Venezuela's richest assets. Of course,
peaple ent meat there, but the owners do not
miirkat it. The officiois send word to the
owners that, owing to the unsettled con-
dition of the eountry, they must not try to
bring their cattle to market. And when
this order in given not all the gold in the
world would hire a drover to take a herd to
the matket town. He knows very well that
{f he did =0 he woulll be shot from behind
a bush by some buarefooted bLandit in the
namea of the Government or of the revolu-
tion. Sometlimes these unsavory gangs work
together in harmony. only the consumer
must pay high. During the recent block-
ade of Venezuelan ports, and while the eapl-
tial was beleaguersd by the revolutionists,
thers was no dearth of .meat. ot least in
Caracas, The arrangement arrived at was
amusing and significant of conditions. The
owners, on pain of sudden death, wers not
allowed to sell thelr own cattle, but the
=oldiers did, The revolurionists would go
to the ranches, select the herd they wantod,
and drive them to the limit of their terri-
tory. Here they would turn them over to
the Government troops, who would drive
them to Caracas and sall them on the mar-
ket, the procedads being equally divided be-
tween the two bands, and as, llke other
thleves, this class of Venczuclans are fear-
ful that if they should fall out h t men
might get their dues, there is no friction
over the transaction. The money Is equally
divided. the utmost conslderation Is shown
to every one, except to the lawful owners
of the cattle, who, driven away from thelr
ranches and seeking refuge in Carnecas, have

ften the experience of paying triple prices
or their own beeves, without having ths
satisfaction of pocketing a cent by the
transaclion.

DIAMONDS ADVANCE AGAIN.

Five Per Cent Added to Price of

All Grades of Rough Stones.
New York, March X —Another advance
in the price of dlamoids Is announced
Private cablegrams from European brokers,
which were recelved by dimmond Import-

ers here, stated that & per cent had heen
added to the price of all grades of rough
diamonds, the advance to take effect at
once.

There war a similar advance five weeks
ago, and dealers sald that stlil higher prices
were 10 be expected In the near future. Re-
tail prices are said to ba higher now than
they wera a year ago, and the advance in
rough stones will be followed by an In-
creane In the retail rate.

“Mining of dla ds is ing more
and more difficult every vear,” sald a New
York dealer. “"As the mines get deeper tha
cort of uperations becomes dearer. In ad-
dition to that there Is a constantly Increas-
Ing demand for the Jemu."

Prices have been sdvanced three times In
éhu last slx months, Egch change has been

per cen

e She Held the Reins.
"Tour wife has opened an account with
us, alr, and I called to sce ¥ ut it
Don’t do It, young man'! 1I've had
nass dealings with her now for ten years
ﬂ?e she ha» always got me'bn: of me.'"'—

—————
Charity Eunchre Tuesdsy.

A charity euchre will be given Tuesday

Bt

|

|

com- |

The NORTHWEST.

Especially Low Rates Are Now in Effect via

THE WABASH LINE.

THROUGH TOURIST CAR EVERY TUESDAY TO LOS
ANGELES AND SAN FRANCISCO.

THROUGH TOURIST CAR EVERY THURSDAY
TO PORTLAND, ORE.

Ticket Office: Olive and Eighth Streets.

pfternoon at Buehlasr's Hall, corner Tay-
lor and Easton av Game c e
at 2:30 o'clock.

ARABS FOR THE WILD WEST.

Cossacks, Moors and Boers Also
Set Sail From Hamburg.

city government will be held Caron-
delet Prohibition "Alliance .

Catholic Total Abati tion
ﬁ;nerlm. wm"gguvern:::c:ddmu on “Good

MAY DO BUSINESS IN ILLINOIS.

National Packing Company Li
censed by Secretary of State.

A cablegram from Hamburg, Geéermany.
received yesterday by the Luella Fore-
miugh-Fish Wild West management, no-
tifies them of the departure of the troops

of Coesacks, 5 oors, English

Dragoons and Hoers en for the Wild W IIL, Murch . of

Wert's production, which gives »_ nine | Stats to-day licansed the

ditys’ nerformunce here at Handlan's Park ) P2c Company, organized under the

next month. The forelgners are accom-| 12WS of New Jersey, to do business In TIH-
$4.000,000. Tha capital

panied by Prince Alexis Georgian, who
gathered the detachments and will direct
their preformance with the Wild Weat.
Prince Georgian Is one of the finest horse-
men In Russia.

Among the party of Araba is one Hadjt
Zessik. an expert whirlwind gun spinner
and Dervish dancer. The foreigners are
expected to rench St. [ouis in the next
twelve days, The show provides a special
ear for their transportation while on the
tour, and, according to contract, pays thelr
transportation back to Eurppe at the close
Of the season In November.

————— e
Prohibition Alllance Meeting.
A public meeting in the Interest of honest

nols, with & eapital
of the co in New Jersey is
llinois be In

This company recently assumed. control of

ki [l
mernfﬂw n Chicigo, Omaha and

——
Mr. Spmgue Says

You will receive good service
E;;wr‘lt-l Restaurant, 'B!Mdny-l‘u;.h fa:::‘l
eel.

——
Turaverein Will Give Euchre,

The Humboldt Turnverein will give a
greasive euch i I'IIIE
this afterncon, L UeW Symnasium

GRAND OPENINC SALE OF

Carpets, Oilcloths,
Linoleums and Brussels

—mr—
—

LOT 1.—280 rolls of fine Bulheime Floor Oil Cloth,
worth 35e, at.....................--...............-.........-....

LOT 2.—140 rolls of fine Japanese Straw Matting. elegant inlald
patterns, some worth as high as 45c; all goat.................

LOT 3.—29 rolls of a fine Granite Carpet, wears like a Brussels
Carpet, worth 35¢; B0 Bt.ce.evnnenreciiniiraeenarcennrsnansan

LOT 4.—85 rolls of Tapestry Brussels Carpet,
WOrth 88, At .. v it iar e cn it ssas s s a s et seeterane v

LOT 5.—Linoleum Rugs, size 9x12 feet,all in one plece, spiendld
for kitchen or dining-room; cost $22.00, 8t ..cuvvvunnnnuun,an ss.gs
LOT 6.—83 rolls of fine Linoleum,

cost Thc, at ."a.....4sc
LOT 7.—34 Brussels Rugs, room size,

worth $14.00, at ..........................................S.ST|95
LOT 8.—45 beantiful, ine Brussels Rugs, large size, 8x12 feet,

closely woven; worth $21.00, At. .. .. oo iiiniiiininnninennnasd |2|95

LOT 9.—42 extra quality Body Brussels Rugs, size Sx12 feet,

49¢

J. H. TIEMEYER, ...

Rugs
I8¢
3¢

LOT 10.—29 pieces of best extra super Wool Carpets.

WOth T30, AL woisuosmrinssrevsnebisneronssbvsrbnsananss s s
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